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Americans for the Arts is pleased to offer scholarships to arts leaders throughout the country to assist them in participating in the 2012 Americans for the Arts Annual Convention. The purpose of these scholarships is to provide assistance for arts professionals to attend the convention for professional development, networking opportunities, and to share strategies for success with peers.
This year, Americans for the Arts is offering the following scholarships:

LOCAL ARTS SCHOLARSHIPS: These full scholarships are available to individual who are working to advance the arts at the local level.  This includes but is not limited to individuals representing local arts agencies, local arts organizations, arts education, public art, and community based organizations that utilize arts and culture to advance their mission.  This also includes arts service organizations such as state arts agencies and associations that work to support their local constituency.  These scholarships cover the cost of the convention registration, roundtrip airfare, and up to three nights’ accommodations at the convention hotel.  Americans for the Arts will reimburse recipients up to $395 (Early Bird Registration Member Rate) after the convention pending a completed one-page report, and travel and hotel will be handled by Americans for the Arts.  Priorities may be given to those serving rural or underserved communities, emerging leaders, and first time attendees to the Annual Convention.
CONVENTION REGISTRATION SCHOLARSHIPS: These scholarships will cover the full cost of the convention registration only.  Recipients will need to register at the Early Bird Member Rate of $395.  The registration scholarships are reimbursed to awardees after the convention pending a completed one-page report.  
Eligibility

To qualify for any of the Americans for the Arts scholarships, you must:

· Be a professional individual member in good standing of Americans for the Arts or be covered under your organization’s membership.  If you have questions about your membership status, please email membership@artsusa.org.  

· Complete and submit the application form by February 24, 2012.

· Submit a copy of your resume. 

· Scholarship Recipients must register by April 27, 2012 in order to qualify for the Early Bird Member Rate of $395.  

· Submit a report within 30-days after the convention on what you learned or gained by attending. 

Evaluation Criteria

Scholarship recipients are selected on a competitive basis by a committee of Americans for the Arts staff and arts leaders. Applicants will be evaluated based on the questions asked in the personal statement (Section 5) in the scholarship application.  Announcements will be made by March 16, 2012. All additional costs for attending the convention must be assumed by the scholarship recipient.  

Restrictions

· Convention scholarship funds may only be used to attend the Americans for the Arts Annual Convention in San Antonio, TX, June 8-10, 2012. 

· Airline travel for Local Arts Scholarships is based on the availability of free/donated tickets from specific airlines. If preferred air travel is unavailable or not served by your local airport this portion of the scholarship may be unavailable. No substitutions for air travel can be allowed.  

· All scholarship recipients must register and pay in advance.  A registration rate of $395 is available to all Local Arts Leader and Registration scholarship recipients until April 27, 2012.  Recipients must register by April 27, 2012 in order to qualify for the Early Bird Member Rate. Scholarship recipients are not eligible to attend the convention at the one day rate. 

· Scholarship funds are reimbursed after the convention pending verification of attendance.  Final reports are due by July 13, 2012.  Recipients who fail to meet this deadline forfeit their award.

· Recipients of full convention scholarships must have access to airports serviced by the sponsoring airline. Americans for the Arts is unable to reimburse for air travel purchased by recipients.

· An individual may apply for all scholarships offered, but a maximum of one scholarship per individual will be awarded and only one scholarship per organization will be awarded. 

For questions regarding scholarships, please contact Stephanie Evans Hanson, Leadership Development Manager by e-mail at sevanshanson@artsusa.org or by telephone at 202-371-2830.
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APPLICATION FORM

APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Name:                                                                      Americans for the Arts ID#:      

	

	Title:      

	

	Organization:      

	

	Address:      

	                    

	City:                                                                                          State:                            Zip:      

	

	Phone:      
Fax:      


	



	E-mail:      
Website:      



WHICH SCHOLARSHIP ARE YOU APPLYING FOR? (YOU MAY CHECK MORE THAN ONE) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Local Arts Leader Scholarship 
These full scholarships are available to individual arts administrators who are working to advance the arts at the local level.  This includes but is not limited to individuals representing local arts agencies, local arts organizations, and community based organizations that utilize arts and culture to advance their mission.  This also includes arts service organizations such as state arts agencies and associations that work to support their local constituency.  Priorities will be given to those serving rural or underserved communities, emerging leaders, and first time attendees to the Annual Convention.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 
Registration Scholarship
CHECK THAT YOU HAVE:

1.  FORMCHECKBOX 

Confirmed that you are a professional individual member of Americans for the Arts, or you are covered 
under your organization’s membership.

2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   
Included a statement that addresses the scholarship evaluation questions and criteria.  

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 

A commitment to cover all expenses beyond your scholarship. 

4.  FORMCHECKBOX 

Attached a copy of your resume.

5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
   
Emailed the application by 5pm EST February 24, 2012 to Stephanie Evans Hanson at


sevanshanson@artsusa.org.  


 (Scholarship Applicant Must Complete)
Full Name:      

1. Have you attended an Americans for the Arts Convention before?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If yes, when?  Year       City     
2. Have you applied for an Americans for the Arts convention scholarship before?

Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
 If yes, what type of support did you receive?  Full  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Partial  FORMCHECKBOX 

3. How many years have you been working in arts administration?      
4. What is the population of the community you serve?      
5. In a separate document, write a 300-word statement that addresses the following questions:
· What are your current short and long term career plans within the field of arts management or arts education?
· How will attending the 2012 Annual Convention benefit not only you personally, but your organization and community as a whole?
· How will receiving this scholarship to attend the 2012 Annual Convention impact your long term career as an arts and arts education leader?
 Please attach this statement to your application.  
6. For Local Arts Leader Scholarship applicants only: What is the nearest airport to you?      
APPLICANT SIGNATURE








DATE  




